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8. BahctrUllah's Life in the Persian Barrack of Acca

Then he related the story of Baha-Ullah's cruel in-
carceration in the barracks of Acca, substantially as
follows:

When two years had passed, a regiment of soldiers
was assigned to Acca. Of course there was only one
place for them to live and that was the barracks. There-
fore they had no alternative other than to turn out the
Bahai prisoners. At the time there was an inn in Acca
which was inhabited by different people. In after years
this inn became an hospice for the pilgrims. Abdul Baha
went to the innkeeper, stating, that inasmuch as the
Bahais were numerous and included several families, he
desired to rent the inn and if it were possible for the
present inmates to lodge themselves elsewhere.

The innkeeper agreed to accept this offer, but when
after a few days he came back to draw up the papers
and to sign the document, the Master observed that one
of the rooms was still inhabited.

"Who is here?" he asked.

"It is the German Consul/' the innkeeper replied.

"He must leave the premises, otherwise I will not rent
the place. It is impossible for an outsider to live here."

The innkeeper looked at him with ridicule and con-
tempt.

"Ha, ha!" he laughed. "And they say you are a pris-
oner! You talk to me as though you are my lord and
master. What do you think, Mr. Prisoner! Do you ex-
pect to get an exclusive palace in this prison town ? Not
much, not much. This man is the German Consul. I
cannot drive him out." To which Abdul Baha replied:

"There are many palaces in the outside world! If a
prisoner can find a palace in a prison town, he has in-
deed accomplished something."